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Prague at night
Walking through Prague after dusk

in winter

From the Charles Bridge
to “prague castle” and “old town square”
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“Charles bridge”, 
as you have never seen 
before at night 

“Old town square”, 
at new year with 
wonderful lightning 

“Prague castle”, 
at night

“Streets and Impressions”, 
the beautiful streets in the 
city centre 
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Prague at 
night

During the thousand years of its existence, the city grew from a settlement 
stretching from Prague Castle in the north to the fort of Vyšehrad in the 
south, becoming the multicultural capital of a modern European state, the 
Czech Republic, a member state of the European Union.

Hannover | Photos

“ I  live     in   pr  a h a  for    over     20 y e a rs   now  , but    i 
h ave   never      seen     the    buil    d in  g s  a n d  pl  aces    li  k e 
this     before      ”.  Native, Praha 

year existence.

Prague is home to a number of 
famous cultural attractions, many 
of which survived the violence and 
destruction of 20th-century Europe. 
Main attractions include the Prague 
Castle, the Charles Bridge, Old Town 
Square with the Prague astronomi-
cal clock, the Jewish Quarter, Petřín 
hill and Vyšehrad. Since 1992, the 
extensive historic centre of Prague 
has been included in the UNESCO 
list of World Heritage Sites.

Its rich history makes it a popular 
tourist destination, and the city re-
ceives more than 4.4 million interna-

tional visitors annually, as of 2011.
Prague ranked fifth in the Tripadvi-
sor world list of best destinations in 
2014. Prague is the fifth most visited 
European city after London, Paris, 
Istanbul and Rome.

Prague, https://en.wikipedia.
org/w/index.php?title=Prague&old
id=698500452 (last visited Jan. 10, 
2016).

Prague is the capital and 
largest city of the Czech Re-
public. It is the 14th largest 
city in the European Union.

Situated in the north-west 
of the country on the Vltava 
River, the city is home to 
about 1.24 million people, 
while its larger urban zone is 
estimated to have a popula-
tion of nearly 2 million.

Prague has been a politi-
cal, cultural, and economic 
centre of central Europe 
with waxing and waning 
fortunes during its 1,100-

“Explore the 
beautiful city of 
prague at night as 
you have never seen 
it before”.
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T hrou    g hout     its    histor     y,  the    C h a rles     B ri  d g e  suffere       d  sever     a l 

d is  a sters      a n d  witnesse        d  m a n y  historic        events      .  C z ech    le  g en  d  h a s 

it   th  at  construction            be  g a n  on   C h a rles     B ri  d g e  at  5 :31 a m  on   9 

J ul y  1357 with     the    first      stone     bein    g  l a i d  by  C h a rles     I V  himself      .

As the only means of crossing the 
river Vltava (Moldau) until 1841, the 
Charles Bridge was the most impor-
tant connection between Prague 
Castle and the city’s Old Town and 
adjacent areas. 

This “solid-land” connection made 
Prague important as a trade route 
between Eastern and Western 
Europe.

The bridge is 621 metres (2,037 ft) 
long and nearly 10 metres (33 ft) 
wide, resting on 16 arches shielded 
by ice guards.

It is protected by three bridge 
towers, two of them on the Lesser 
Quarter side and the third one on 
the Old Town side. 

The Old Town bridge tower is often 
considered to be one of the most 
astonishing civil gothic-style build-
ings in the world. 

The bridge is decorated by a contin-
uous alley of 30 statues and statu-
aries, most of them baroque-style, 
originally erected around 1700 but 
now all replaced by replicas.

Charles 
Bridge

”C h a rles     B ri  d g e ”
photos By Terragon-photography

The avenue of 30 mostly baroque 
statues and statuaries situated on 
the balustrade forms a unique con-
nection of artistic styles with the 
underlying gothic bridge. 

Most sculptures were erected be-
tween 1683 and 1714.

They depict various saints and pa-
tron saints venerated at that time.

The most prominent Bohemian 
sculptors of the time took part 
in decorating the bridge, such as 
Matthias Braun, Jan Brokoff, and his 
sons Michael Joseph and Ferdinand 
Maxmilian.

Charles Bridge, https://en.wikipedia.
org/w/index.php?title=Charles_
Bridge&oldid=688216748 (last 
visited Jan. 10, 2016).

 
The Charles Bridge (Czech: Karlův most) is a famous historic 
bridge that crosses the Vltava river in Prague, Czech Republic. 

Its construction started in 1357 under the auspices of King 
Charles IV, and finished in the beginning of the 15th century.

The bridge replaced the old Judith Bridge built 1158–1172 
that had been badly damaged by a flood in 1342. 

This new bridge was originally called the Stone Bridge (Ka-
menný most) or the Prague Bridge (Pražský most) but has 
been the “Charles Bridge” since 1870.



6 | Magazine 02 Praha First Edition First Edition Magazine 02 Praha | 7

At Christmas and Easter, markets 
are held on the square; they resem-
ble medieval markets.

The Christmas Markets on the Old 
Town Square are the largest Christ-
mas markets in the Czech Republic 
and are visited by hundreds of 
thousands of visitors from the Czech 
Republic and abroad. 

A tall decorated tree and a musi-
cal stage are set up. The markets are 
mostly visited by Germans, Russians, 
Italians and British.

The square features various archi-
tectural styles including the Gothic 
Church of Our Lady before Týn, 
which has been the main church of 
this part of the city since the 14th 
century; the church’s towers are 80 
m high.

 

O l d  Town   
S qu a re
O l d  Town    S qu a re   is   a  historic        squ  a re  
in   the    O l d  Town    qu a rter     of   P r ag ue  , 
the    c a pit  a l  of   the    C z ech    R epublic       .  I t 
is   loc  ate  d  between        W encesl      a s  S qu a re  
a n d  the    C h a rles     B ri  d g e.

photos By terragon

Old Town Square, https://
en.wikipedia.org/w/in-
dex.php?title=Old_Town_
Square&oldid=683668499 (last 
visited Jan. 10, 2016). 
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By Terragon-photography 
datin   g  from     the    9 th   centur      y  a n d  the   
offici      a l  resi    d ence     of   the    P resi    d ent    of  
the    C z ech    R epublic       .

Prague Castle
Accor  d in  g  to  the    Guinness         B oo  k  of   R e -
cor  d s ,  P r ag ue   C a stle     is   the    l a r g est    a n -
cient      c a stle     in   the    worl    d, [ 1 ]  occup    y in  g 
a n  a re  a  of   a lmost      70,000 m 2,  at  a bout    
570 meters       in   len   g th   a n d  a n  aver   ag e  of  
a bout     130 meters       wi  d e.

photos By terragon 
S ta irw  ay s  to  pr  ag ue   c a stle    . 

The history of the castle stretches back to the year 870 
with the construction of its first walled building, the 
Church of the Virgin Mary. 

The Basilica of Saint George and the Basilica of St. Vitus 
were founded under the reign of Vratislav and his son 
St. Wenceslas in the first half of the 10th century.

During the Hussite Wars and the following decades, 
the castle was not inhabited. In 1485, King Ladislaus II 
Jagello began to rebuild the castle. 

The massive Vladislav Hall (built by Benedikt Rejt) was 
added to the Royal Palace. New defence towers were 
also built on the north side of the castle.

The last major rebuilding of the castle was carried out 
by Empress Maria Theresa in the second half of the 
18th century. Following his abdication in 1848, and the 
succession of his nephew, Franz Joseph, to the throne, 
the former emperor, Ferdinand I, made Prague Castle 
his home.

The castle buildings represent virtually every 
architectural style of the last millennium. 

Prague Castle includes Gothic St Vitus Cathedral, 
Romanesque Basilica of St. George, a monastery and 
several palaces, gardens and defense towers. Most of 
the castle areas are open to tourists. 

Nowadays, the castle houses several museums, 
including the National Gallery collection of Bohemian 
baroque and mannerism art, exhibition dedicated to 
Czech history, Toy Museum and the picture gallery of 
Prague Castle, based on the collection of Rudolph II. 

The Summer Shakespeare Festival regularly takes place 
in the courtyard of Burgrave Palace.

Prague Castle, https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.
php?title=Prague_Castle&oldid=699037077 (last visited 
Jan. 10, 2016).
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